Poor Law Officers’ Superannuation (Ireland) Bill. 



MEMORANDUM. 

1. Under the provisions of the 28tli Viet. c. 26., and the Acts 
amending* the same, poor lan' officers at present possess a statutory 
claim to a superannuation allowance upon becoming incapacitated 
from the performance of their duties hy reason of permanent 
mental or bodily infirmity, or of old age. The grant of such 
allowance is, however, dependent upon the discretion of boards of 
guardians, and while during the past 30 years the majority of 
boards have recognised the claims of their officers, there have been 
many cases where grants have been withheld. 

2. The present Bill proposes that in return for a percentage 
contribution from tlieir salaries and emoluments all poor law officers 
shall be entitled to a superannuation allowance when they become 
incapable of discharging the duties of tlieir offices by reason of 
permanent infirmity of mind or body, or of old age. With this 
exception the Bill has been practically drawn on the same lines as 
the existing Superannuation Acts, so far as relates to the conditions 
upon which, superannuation can he claimed, the scale of allowances, 
the period of service, &c. 

3. While, moreover, an officer in possession of his faculties and 
capable of discharging his duties is not required to take bis 
superannuation at any age, power is given to boards of guardians 
to require an officer who has attained the age of 65 to retire, when 
they are of opinion that it would he expedient in the interests of 
the public service that lie should do so. 

4. The percentage of contribution has been graduated with 
respect to existing* officers from 2 per cent, of their total salaries 
and emoluments in the case of officers with less than five years’ 
service, fo 2 i per cent, in the case of officers with 5 to 15 years’ 
service, and to 3 per cent, in the case of officers with more than 
15 years’ service. This percentage has been arrived at from the 
experience of other superannuation schemes, and will practically 
be found sufficient, it is expected, to meet future claims for 
superannuation. 

5. Provision is made with respect to existing officers at the 
passing of the Act, giving them tlie option of contributing to 
secure “ certainty'' or retaining tlieir present equitable rights 
under the existing Acts, should they prefer to rely on these latter. 
With all officers appointed after the passing of the Act the 
contribution would be compulsory. 
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1 



A 

BILL 



TO 

Provide for the Superannuation of Poor Law Officers in 
Ireland. 

B E it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows : — 

5 1. This Act may be cited as the Poor Law Officers Superannuation 

(Ireland) Act, 1897, and shall come into operation from and 
immediately after the twenty -ninth day of September, one thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-seven. 

2. Prom and after the passing of this Act the provisions of the 
10 Poor Law Officers Superannuation Act, 1896, in so far as the 
same are applicable, and with the modifications following, shall 
apply to and he in force in Ireland. 

3. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, — 

“ Officers ” shall include every officer in the service of a board 
of guardians, whether acting as a poor law authority or as a 
burial board, or as a local authority under the Public Health 
Act (Ireland), 1878, or under any other (existing or future) 
Act ; and for the purpose of this Act superintendent regis- 
trars and registrars of births and deaths are deemed to he iu 
the service of the hoard of guardians of tlie union in which 
their respective registration districts are situated : 

“ Servants ” shall include every servant regularly employed by a 
board of guardians acting in any of the capacities aforesaid : 
“ Local Government Board ” shall mean Local Government 
Board for Ireland. 

Any reference to the provisions of the Poor Law Officers 
Superannuation Act, 1SG1, and the Acts amending tlie same, shall 
be construed as referring to tlie Act to provide for Superannuation 
Allowances to Officers of Unions in Ireland, and the Acts amending 
30 the same. 
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A.D. 1S97. xh© provisions of this Act shall apply to committees of manage- 

U&lfiVict men t for dispensary districts under tlie Poor Relief (Ireland) Act, 

c. G8, 1851, and the Acts amending tlie same, and to the officers and 

servants in like manner as nearly as may be as they apply to 
boards of guardians and to their officers and servants, and the 5 
contributions of the officers and servants of such committee of 
management shall he carried to and form part of the fund 
applicable to the general expenses of the boards of guardians 
appointing such committees, and tlie superannuation allowances 
and gratuities under this Act shall be paid out of the said fund ; 10 
and where there are two medical officers for the same district 
holding respectively the offices of “registrar” and “assistant 
registrar” of births and deaths for such district, the deduction 
from the salary and emoluments of each such officer for the 
purposes of this Act shall include a moiety of the registration fees 15 
for such district, and each such officer shall be entitled to a 
superannuation allowance in respect thereof. And for this purpose 
“assistant registrars,” who arc also medical officers for their 
respective registration districts, shall be deemed to be in tlie service 
of the guardians of the union in which such registration districts gQ 
are situated. 



4. The provisions of section eight of the Poor Law Officers 
Superannuation Act, 1896, shall extend to and be construed to 
apply in cases of officers dying while in the service ; and the legal 



Contribu- 
tions of 
officers 
who die 

service. 0 ^ representatives of such officers shall be entitled to receive out 25 
of the common fund a sum equal to all their contributions to such 
fund. 

Repeal. 5 Prom and after the commencement of this Act, the several 
Acts herein-after mentioned shall lie and the same are hereby 
repealed, that is to say, the Union Officers Superannuation 30 
(Ireland) Act, 1S65, the Medical Officers Superannuation Act 
(Ireland), 1869, tlie Union Officers (Ireland) Act, 1872, tlio Union 
Officers (Ireland) Act, 1885, together with all other Acts and parts 
of Acts inconsistent with the provisions of this Act. 
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